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The Formative Period in Alabama, 1815-1828. By Thomas P.
Abernethy. (University: University of Alabama Press, 1965.
220 pp. Prefaces, maps, charts, notes, bibliography, index.
$6.95.)
Students of southern history, particularly those interested in
Alabama and states like Florida which adjoin Alabama, will welcome the reprinting of Professor Abernethy’s pioneering work.
Brought out as one of the University of Alabama Press’ new series
of Southern Historical Publications, the book is slightly different
from the original edition, and new maps and charts add to its
value. The object, according to the author, was “to amend, rather
than to change, the presentation of the subject.”
Although relatively brief, the study neglects few facets in the
state’s history, effectively exploring everything from Indians to
bank notes, from public lands to journalism. In short, the book
introduces a land, raw but full of challenging potential, and
traces its complicated initial development. Events in these early
years established patterns and shaped the future. Any one of the
chapters either has been or should be the subject of a separate
monograph-slavery, agriculture, politics, immigrants, to name
but a few.
The book’s organization is logical and the style uncomplicated
and concise. Much new material not available to Professor Abernethy has since been found and exploited by historians. Yet his
work remains important, useful, and, fortunately, once more
easily available in an improved, well-packaged edition.
W I L L I A M W ARREN R O G E R S
Florida State University

John James Audubon. By Alice Ford. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1964. xiv, 488 pp. Acknowledgments,
illustrations, chronology, art miscellany, Audubon classics,
bibliography, index. $7.95.)
Few modern scientists have stirred more popular interest than
has John James Audubon and few have been more complex.
These facts have combined to evoke since his death in January
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1851 a vast assortment of biographical literature, some merely
romantic and some laudably sound and scholarly. To the latter
category belongs this splendid biography by Alice Ford.
Miss Ford’s book may not be presumed to supersede Francis
Hobart Herrick’s notable work, published in 1917 and somewhat
out of date, but it is a significant addition to the Audubon literature. Most noteworthy is the author’s success in searching out the
details of Audubon’s ancestry, parentage, and childhood, hitherto
generally enshrouded in uncertainty. While Miss Ford is supplying
the substance of fact for some aspects of Audubon’s life, she
rejects as without basis certain legends which have become a part
of the Audubon story.
Relying heavily on letters and journals, both published and
unpublished, the author has followed Audubon’s almost continual
peregrinations. It is not in the nature of a naturalist to remain
settled for very long. This can be the despair of those who would
trace his steps. It may multiply the responsibilities of the conscientious researcher. If Miss Ford’s book has a weakness, it is that
she has in the course of a relatively brief treatment attempted to
leave no expedition unmentioned, no vicissitude unrecorded, no
incident unnoticed. It tends to become a recital of facts. One
might almost wish that with her vast resources and her undeniable
skill, she had attempted to provide more insight into the personality of her subject. He was an amazing man, and who knows
him better than Miss Ford?
Since these remarks are addressed most particularly to students of Florida history, the reviewer may be pardoned for concluding on a parochial note. Without doubt Audubon’s collections
of birds and animals were tremendously enriched by his Florida
specimens. Florida readers will perhaps be pleased to find six
pages of this biography devoted to the expedition of the winter of
1831-32 into the St. Augustine and St. Johns River area. (As
readers familiar with the Audubon letters will recall, he found
the rigors of the Florida terrain exhausting and troublesome.)
On the contrary, however, it may be disappointing to discover only
half a page dealing with the expedition to the Florida Keys in
May 1832. This latter trip, so productive of specimens that five
carts were required to transport them through the streets of
Charleston, and so provocative as to have prompted at least four
of Audubon’s absorbing essays delineating American scenery and
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character, would seem to have merited more attention. An occasional local historian may carp when he notes that Major James
M. Glasell, army commandant, first at Fort King and later at Key
West, and so esteemed by Audubon as to be entrusted with a
sample folio volume of his “Birds,” is identified only as “a Major
Glassel.”
But Miss Ford is writing for a much wider audience. She has
produced a very valuable book. The University of Oklahoma Press
is to be commended for adding this to its already lengthy list of
distinctive offerings and the Ford Foundation for subsidizing
its publication.
E. A SHBY H AMMOND
University of Florida

War Within a War: The Confederacy Against Itself. By Carlton
Chilton Books, 1965. xi, 177 pp.
Beals. (Philadelphia:
Foreword, maps, selected bibliography, index. $3.95.)
Carleton Beals, one of the nation’s most prolific book-writers,
had his interest aroused in the common folk of the South by his
grandfather, an Ohio volunteer, who told a small boy how, in
northern Alabama, they warmly greeted invading Union troops.
This did not fit the myth of “The Lost Cause;” and for years as
journalist, traveler, and researcher, he tracked down the true
story.
This book is the result, and in it Beals tells “of those who
refused to conform to the patriotic slogans of the Confederacy
and suffered their own Golgotha, [those] who resisted a vigilante
terrorism rarely paralleled in history.” The account of these people,
Beals tells us, has largely been lost. The veil was drawn over them
by contemporary Civil War mythology, and suppression is only
now being lifted somewhat.
All historians are aware of resistance inside the Confederacy,
usually at the upper political levels involving the likes of men
like Governor Brown of Georgia and Governor Vance of North
Carolina. A similar struggle among the common people is less
easy to see, but this book shows that many unknown citizens
were greater heroes than the famous rebels against rebellion.
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Despite the grimness of the subject, the book is delightful reading.
The author tells his story well and supplies much source material
for fiction writers, television melo-dramatists, and movie scenarists.
The book includes the sagas of William G. Brownlow, the
Knoxville editor, Reverend John H. Aughey of Mississippi, and
Parson Brownlow. John Aughey’s obscure feats are particularly
worthy. A Presbyterian minister in Mississippi, he asked for a
Union ballot on election day in 1860. Since nobody had seen one,
he wrote his own. When a vigilante band summoned him to
answer to the charge of treason, he defended himself eloquently.
Later, vigilantes attacked his home, but the preacher was there,
shotgun cocked. The attackers, blundering in the dark, became
entangled in a clothesline, fell into the well, fired on one another,
and ignominiously fled. This was the Battle of Wyandotte, in
which, wrote Aughey, “probably the first blood of the war was
shed.” Aughey lost his pulpit, and southern “patriots” went gunning for him, but killed another man by mistake. He was later
arrested with other Unionist refugees, jailed, and was condemned
to death, but he kept arguing that he was loyal to Mississippi
and that secession was unconstitutional. He finally managed to
escape to Union lines after adventures worthy of Anthony Adverse,
Don Quixote, Gil Bias, or Tom Jones.
W ILLIAM E. B ARINGER
University of Florida

The Black Codes of the South. By Theodore B. Wilson. (University: University of Alabama Press, 1966. 192 pp. Preface,
notes, bibliography, index. $5.95.)
This is an uneven book about an important subject. Appearing
at a time when analogies with recent southern segregation laws
will inevitably be drawn, it deals with a controversial phase of
“Black Reconstruction” with control and discretion. It’s balance
and objectivity do credit to the author and to Professor Rembert
W. Patrick who encouraged the writing of this study.
The so-called Black Codes were loose collections of laws and
regulations passed by southern provisional legislatures in the
months after Appomattox to regularize and regulate the new
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circumstances of the Negro freedmen. Quite clearly something
had to be done. The freedmen, after all, had to be protected and
their new status had to be defined. Marriages had to be legalized,
rights of property had to be established, citizenship privileges and
responsibilities had to be dilineated, and, finally-or so most
people thought-economic relations had to be regulated. No, the
issue that aroused public controversy then, and arouses historical
controversy now, was not whether some rules were needed, but
whether the codes were discriminatory, and-the stronger charge
-whether they were designed to restore de facto slavery.
Mr. Wilson’s answer to the first question is yes. In a section
distorted by an unnecessary amount of do-it-yourself sociology, he
developes the notion of the “gray institution”-his name for the
complex of attitudes and behavior worked out long before the
Civil War to govern relations between whites and blacks in the
South. This “gray institution” made it impossible for whites after
1865 to see that the Negro was a social being, the product, like
other men, of his social milieu, and entitled, like other men, to
fair and impartial treatment. Under the circumstances, the codes
were neither “just” nor “discreet”; but they were, he says, “predictable.” To the question of whether the codes were designed to
re-enslave the Negro or reduce him to peonage, Wilson’s answer
is no. Only in Florida, perhaps, where the legislative committee
appointed to frame a code presented “a voluminous report ridiculous for its pompous bigotry,” did anything approaching an attempt
to revive the “good old days” occur. In general, he insists, Southerners were glad to be rid of the incubus of slavery, and had no
intention of reimposing it, even in covert form.
In the end we are left with a monograph which metes out
praise and blame with equal, objective hand. Northern Radicals
are criticized for exaggerating the iniquities and the evil intent of
the Black Codes. As Wilson notes, the Freedmen’s Bureau-the
darling of the Radicals-imposed its own “vagrancy laws” on its
charges to encourage them to work for economic independence.
Southerners are called to account for the bigotry and brutality
which the newly emancipated slaves frequently encountered in
the months after the war. Law-abiding citizens of the South, he
notes disapprovingly, were willing to tolerate the abuse and murder
of Negroes by the lawless elements in the war-ravaged section.
On the score of judgment, then, the book is a model. Un-
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fortunately its execution is not equal to its balance. The book is
marred by digressions into the history of slavery and the genesis
of Northern Radical opinion which are far longer than necessary
to establish the background for some of Wilson’s major themes.
The writing is indifferent in quality. Wilson is given, for one
thing, to piling up long, indented quotations. His excursion into
amateur sociology and his use of some of its jargon strikes a sour
note. Still, when all this is said, The Black Codes of the South is
a worthy addition to our knowledge of a significant chapter of
Southern history.
I RWIN U NGER
University of California, Davis.

Atticus Greene Haygood: Methodist Bishop, Editor, and Educator,
By Harold W. Mann. (Athens: University of Georgia Press,
1965. viii, 254 pp. Preface, illustrations, notes, selected
bibliography, index. $6.00.)
The period of Reconstruction in the South following the Civil
War was a time of drastic change and frustration for her institutions. In the throes of these difficulties, none was more deeply
affected than the church, particularly the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South, which was caught up in this furor of reappraisal
and readjustment.
This biography of Atticus Greene Haygood, preacher, denominational editor, college president, and Methodist bishop,
presents an on-balance concept of the structure and struggles of
the church and its surrounding culture in the southland of the
second half of the nineteenth century.
One of the most thoroughly researched religious biographies
that this reviewer has examined, this book introduces a well-trained
and articulate historian to the reading public. This volume should
find a conspicuous place on the shelves of those ministers, educators, and interested laymen who desire a proper frame of reference
for ante-bellum Methodism.
Good fortune attended Haygood throughout his life, inasmuch
as he was blessed with being in the right place at the right time.
His rise in the ministry was meteoric. That he was pastor to the
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powerful Bishop George Foster Pierce in Sparta, Georgia, at the
age of twenty-one was a measure of his ability as orator and
preacher. It was equally indicative of the sponsorship accorded
him by the highly-regarded Lovick Pierce, the bishop’s father.
At twenty-seven, Atticus was a district superintendent, three years
later he was appointed secretary of Sunday School for his denomination, an office that gained him southwide attention. At the age
of thirty-six, he became president of Emory College. No one
was surprised when the Methodist Church elected him a bishop
in 1890.
Atticus Haygood’s major contributions to his age centered
around the thrust he gave to public and Negro education. He was
an “evangelical echo” of his contemporary, Henry W. Grady.
Although beset with personal finanical problems in his latter years,
his earlier acumen in this field saved Emory College from a possible disastrous collapse and pointed the institution toward its
present prominence. As writer, preacher, and church administrator, his impact upon the life of Georgia Methodism is still
felt today.
Throughout this volume, one is impressed with the extraordinary range of fact garnered about this man. Wistfully, one
wishes that the personality of Atticus Greene Haygood were more
clearly revealed. Perhaps the lack lies not so much with the author
as it does with the enigmatic character of the bishop himself.
Nevertheless, such observation in no way nullifies the value,
vitality, and scope of this biography.
R ICHARD E. B LANCHARD
Tampa, Florida

Jim Crow’s Defense: Anti-Negro Thought in America, 19001930. By I. A. Newby. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1965. xv, 230 pp. Preface, bibliography, index.
$6.50.)
“From the late 1890’s to the late 1920’s,” writes Newby, “the
South, with Northern acquiescence, found and established the
Negro’s ‘place’.” Chronologically bounded by what C. Vann Woodward has called the “capitulation to racism” and by stirrings of
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discontent with the American caste system among educated
Negroes and a growing number of white allies, the first three
decades of this century saw national acceptance and general approval of the Southerner’s answer to the “Negro problem.” The
years that encompassed the democratic reformism of the progressive movement, the idealistic internationalism of the First World
War, and the advent of unprecedented material well-being for
most Americans, also saw the flowering of intellectual racism in
the United States. Paralleling, perhaps outstripping, the development of racial and religious nativism, which culminated in the
1920s in the imposition of stringent national origins quotas on
European immigration, was the growth of an intellectual system
designed to rationalize and thus consolidate the segregation and
disfranchisement of southern Negroes accomplished in the 1890s.
Contrary to what Rayford W. Logan has written, perhaps the
early twentieth century, not the immediate post-Reconstruction
decades, marked the “nadir” of the Negro in American life and
thought.
Newby divides his study into sections on “development” and
“application” of anti-Negro ideas and attitudes. In the former he
discusses the racist ideology elaborately constructed after 1900
by ethnologists, anthropologists, geneticists, eugenicists, psychologists, social scientists, historians, and religious leaders. Largely the
product of intellectuals living in the northern states, this ideology
supposedly gave the authority of science, statistics, and theology
to the traditional emotional reactions of Southerners. Although
much of this body of thought consisted of resurrected ante-bellum
pro-slavery theories, the outstanding characteristic of racism after
1900 was the development of a new “racial science” that furnished
a systematic basis for both white supremacy and immigration
restrictionism. Partially applying scientifically established concepts
of Negro inferiority to southern social and political affairs, but
mainly expanding on longstanding popular prejudices, was a
host of journalists, educators, clergymen, and politicians. These
people, mostly Southerners, can be divided into “extremists,”
“moderates,” and “reformers,” says Newby, but they were united
in a belief that the Negro was an irremediably inferior being and
that only his social isolation and political suppression would insure
the maintenance of white civilization.
Newby is at his best in summarizing and analyzing the con-
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tributions of the many scholars in various academic disciplines
to the intellectualized racism of the early twentieth century.
While the theories of such figures as John W. Burgess, Nathaniel
S. Shaler, William MacDougall, and Madison Grant are often
mentioned in treatments of American race-thinking, it may surprise some that the mulatto, William Hannibal Thomas, was one
of the most vigorous exponents of anti-Negro doctrines and that
early in his career Howard W. Odum stoked the fires of racism
with his Social and Mental Traits of the Negro. Newby’s discussion of the role that the so-called “Dunning school” of anti-Negro
historians of Reconstruction played in abetting the southern drive
for white supremacy and northern abandonment of the Negro is
the best yet written. As Newby rather masterfully shows, although
there was a close interrelationship between anthropological,
psychological, and sociological findings on race, “Academic historians were unimpressed by the theories of intellectual racism. . . .”
Newby, however, offers little explanation of why scholars in the
biological and social sciences failed to have more influence on
professional historians during this, the golden age of “scientific”
history.
In the portion of his book dealing with the application of
anti-Negro thought, Newby occasionally allows rhetoric and misplaced originality to substitute for strict accuracy. The result is
a few questionable assertions. He accuses political leaders like
Benjamin Tillman, James K. Vardaman, Hoke Smith, or Cole
Blease of being “interested only in their personal fortune. . . .”
He carelessly equates lynchings of Negroes with anti-racial hysteria
in 1919, and these two developments with the Ku Klux Klan,
which, contrary to what Newby says, did not begin to “spread
throughout the nation” until the fall of 1920. His thesis that
Southerners’ growing concern for federal special-interest legislation
after 1900 weakened their argument for non-interference in
southern race relations ignores the pre-1900 efforts of southern
congressmen to secure sectional benefits in the form of railroad
subsidies, railroad regulation, and currency inflation. Finally, my
own research on the Ku Klux Klan has revealed no evidence that
white supremacy was an important issue in the South during the
presidential campaign of 1928, as Newby contends, and his citations on this point are three rather obscure southern newspapers.
But these are minor matters. Newby has written a fine book
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on a highly complex phase of recent American intellectual history. He has searched through an enormous quantity of published
material. His treatment is well-written and deftly organized, and
he has commendably avoided arguing with the intellectual racists,
whose errors and inconsistencies are self-evident. In an epilogue,
Newby sketches the factors moderating anti-Negroism since the
1920s, as well as the limited resurgence of racial science since
1954. He raises questions that furnish a good starting point for
a sequel to this admirable study.
C HARLES C. A LEXANDER
University of Georgia

A Little Girl is Dead. By Harry Golden. (New York: World
Publishers, 1965. xv, 363 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, illustrations, appendices, bibliography. $5.00.)
A Little Girl is Dead is perhaps the best book Harry Golden
has ever written. Presenting a vivid and exciting report of the
Leo M. Frank case, this book surprisingly has hardly caused a
ripple North or South. Perhaps to a public preoccupied with the
civil rights struggle, the miscarriage of justice in Georgia during
1913 seems somewhat inconsequential.
When fourteen-year old Mary Phagan was found murdered
in the basement of the National Pencil Company in Atlanta one
Sunday morning in 1913, the crime presented an opportunity to
the yellow press, especially the Georgian recently acquired by
William Randolph Hearst. The Hearst paper put out an extra
with the screaming headline: THE STRANGLER HAS BEEN
CAUGHT, when Leo Frank, manager of the pencil company,
was taken to the police station for routine questioning. Public
excitement was whipped up to such a frenzy that it terrorized
even the jury which brought in a verdict of guilty. Mr. Golden
shows how Judge Leonard S. Roan was also affected by the
hysteria.
There are phases of the case that still appear strange, even
after a lapse of fifty years. Frank, a college graduate, was highly
respected, married, and holding a responsible position. This was
the first, perhaps the only instance of a white man convicted in
the South on the uncorroborated testimony of an illiterate, low-
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grade Negro sweeper with a criminal record who admitted lying
on the witness stand.
While the jury might be excused for being stampeded by a
howling mob, greater blame attaches to the courts, state and federal, for refusing Frank a new trial. The testimony against him was
highly circumstantial, and even the appellate judges expressed
doubt, and yet they allowed the conviction to stand. Supreme
Court Justices Oliver Wendell Holmes and Charles Evans Hughes
held that due process of law had been denied when the jury had
been terrorized by a raging Atlanta mob.
The denouement was horrible and reflects little credit on
Georgia. When Governor John M. Slaton, who believed in
Frank’s innocence, commuted his sentence to life imprisonment,
it almost brought on Slaton’s lynching. The atmosphere had been
charged by Tom Watson, the talented demagogue whose pen was
dipped in vitriol. Week after week he spewed forth in his Jeffersonian a barrage of the most vicious, inflammable propaganda.
This pernicious brew consisted of poisonous slander, race prejudice, lies and half truths, southern chivalry, class resentment, and
state pride. The catalyst of this witch’s brew was anti-Semitism.
Shortly after Frank was transferred to the prison at Milledgeville, twenty-five mobsters seized him, drove him to Marietta,
Georgia, and there, near the dead girl’s home hanged him to a tree.
These vigilantes, founders of the resurrected Ku Klux Klan, were
not lawless hoodlums; even a preacher was present. They were
never sought by the authorities, although their identity was known,
and no one was ever indicted or tried for the Frank lynching.
H ARRY S IMONHOFF
Miami, Florida

The Deep South in Transformation: A Symposium. Edited by
Robert B. Highsaw. (University: University of Alabama
Press, 1964. 175 pp. Foreword, $5.95.)
As was remarked by someone recently, a Southerner might
“fret that he is oppressed, maligned and misunderstood,” but he
could never “complain that he is ignored,” for the “urge among
historians and journalists to interpret the South and its people is
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irresistible.” The occasion for this, another book about the South,
was the dedication of a new social sciences building, Marten ten
Hoor Hall, on the campus of the University of Alabama. The
exercises consisted of a symposium, participated in by eighteen
people: college presidents (present and former), a newspaper
editor, historians, political scientists, sociologists, professors of
English, a former state governor, directors of research, and the
retired dean for whom the hall was named.
The central theme, as suggested in the title of the book, was
the transformation of the South now going on, and how the South
might meet it. In addition to a prologue, the subjects taken up
and around which discussion took place were these: “Training
for Responsible Leadership,” “Challenge to Research,” “Its Development, Past and Present,” and “Its Changing Literature.”
Dean Marten ten Hoor set the pace in the prologue in a
learned and, at times, a whimsical discussion of the part the
social sciences should play in higher education, with no fixed suggestions as to just how the professor in the classroom should present them, but with the belief that in “such a society as ours there
is strength in variety quite as much as there is in unity, for, as the
old saying has it, our goal is unity in variety.” Luther Hodges,
former governor of North Carolina and at the time of the symposium United States Secretary of Commerce, gave a run-down
on the economic situation.
Oliver C. Carmichael, in relating the social sciences to citizenship, declared that the “overwhelming preoccupation with science
and technology, to the neglect of other subjects, is a characteristic
fault of our times,” and that in the humanistic-social studies field
the counterpart to the atom was the idea.
The South in transformation as an outstanding challenge in
the field of research was discussed from the sociological point
of view by Everett C. Hughes; from the political science
point of view by Donald S. Strong; and from the view of
needs and potentialities by E. William Noland. Rembert W.
Patrick gave a historical resume of southern history from antebellum times down to the present, quite factual, but with emotional overtones in discussing the evils of slavery, and giving a
dreary picture of southern statesmanship before, during, and after
the Civil War, but in the best tradition of most modern writings
about the South.
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One of the most interesting parts of the program was the
principal discussion of the South’s changing literature made by
Louis D. Rubin, with comments by Hudson Strode and others.
The book as a whole brings together an excellent summary of
the best thoughts of the experts in the fields discussed.
E. M ERTON C OULTER
University of Georgia

Human Capital in Southern Development. By Marshall R. Colberg. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1965. xv, 136 pp. Preface, appendix, index. $5.00.)
Dr. Colberg has carried out a careful piece of statistical exploration to provide a useful report on the nature of and changes
in human capital in the South. The work is in the tradition of
recent research on the economics of education and human capital
by other economists such as Friedman, Kuznets, Schultz, Becker,
Miller, and Weisbrod. The focus in this volume is specifically
upon human resources in the South.
One distinctive characteristic of this book is the distinction
that the author makes between labor and human capital. As a
practical means of carrying this distinction into his empirical
work, Colberg considers only post-elementary schooling to build
human capital. This is not defended on philosophic grounds but
is justified as a surrogate for more sophisticated but unattainable
measures.
The author attempts to test in a loose way the following set of
hypotheses: (1) human capital is much more mobile than labor
and much more likely to be well allocated with reference to its
combination with other resources; (2) labor, being in surplus
in the South, should be moving from the South and material capital should be moving to the South to take advantage of the labor
surpluses; (3) human capital in white persons is more complementary to material capital than that embodied in the Negro,
leading to increases in the stocks of white human capital and decreases in the stocks of non-white.
He examines the relationship between income and education
by age, race, and sex for both the South and non-South, as well
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as estimates of human capital and such related topics as professional workers in southern manufacturing, college graduates, and
the teaching profession. The data are, in general, consistent with
his hypotheses. The data yield a number of interesting observations such as the fact that segregated schooling in the South has
been a favorable factor in the employment of educated Negro
women. The author suggests that this will pose special problems
during the coming period of adjustment.
In the view of the reviewer the effect of an interesting and
informative little book is somewhat tainted when the author
gratuitously brings into his summary the observation that the
problem of labor unemployment in the South would be made
easier without federally sponsored minimum wage legislation,
farm price supports, fair trading, and all such interferences with
the price system. These conclusions do not grow in any way out
of the research materials in his study and are expressed with conviction without reference to a very large body of literature on the
subject, much of which takes an opposing view. Whatever the
relative merits of the author’s position, it is a topic that belongs
to some other volume from the one that he offers.
EDGAR S. D UNN , J R.
Washington, D. C.
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